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HOW IT STARTED
MIT (MASSACHUSSETS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY)  
CENTER FOR BITS AND ATOMS
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A SPACE ABOUT BITS AND ATOMS 
PART OF A NETWORK 
A LOCAL AND GLOBAL COMMUNITY 
A SET OF TOOLS 
A SET OF KNOWLEDGE 
A SET OF PROCESSES 
A SERVICE 
NOT A FRANCHISING 
A BUSINESS 
A CONCEPT CURRENTLY UNDER DEVELOPMENT

HOW IT STARTED
WHAT IS A FABLAB?

http://www.slideshare.net/openp2pdesign/
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WHAT IS A FAB LAB?  
Fab labs are a global network of local labs, enabling invention by providing access to tools for 
digital fabrication 
WHAT’S IN A FAB LAB?  
Fab labs share an evolving inventory of core capabilities to make (almost) anything, allowing 
people and projects to be shared 
WHAT DOES THE FAB LAB NETWORK PROVIDE? 
Operational, educational, technical, financial, and logistical assistance beyond what’s available 
within one lab 
WHO CAN USE A FAB LAB? 
Fab labs are available as a community resource, offering open access for individuals as well as 
scheduled access for programs 
WHAT ARE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES? 
safety: not hurting people or machines 
operations: assisting with cleaning, maintaining, and improving the lab 
knowledge: contributing to documentation and instruction 
WHO OWNS FAB LAB INVENTIONS? 
Designs and processes developed in fab labs can be protected and sold however an inventor 
chooses, but should remain available for individuals to use and learn from 
HOW CAN BUSINESSES USE A FAB LAB? 
Commercial activities can be prototyped and incubated in a fab lab, but they must not conflict with 
other uses, they should grow beyond rather than within the lab, and they are expected to benefit 
the inventors, labs, and networks that contribute to their success

HOW IT STARTED
THE FAB CHARTER
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WHAT IT IS NOW
OVER 600 LABS WORLD WIDE, DOUBLING EVERY 1.5 YEARS. 
EVERY LAB HAS THE SAME SET OF MACHINES BUT FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS FOR LOCAL 
PROBLEMS.
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WHAT IT IS NOW
ONLINE COMMUNITY THROUGH VIDEO STREAMING, SHARE DESIGN AND KNOWLEDGE 
BETWEEN LABS, EACH LAB HAS A SIMILAR SET OF OPEN SOURCE TOOLS.
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WHAT IT IS NOW
EVERY FABLAB HAS THE SAME STANDARD SET OF MACHINES. YOU CAN 
EASILY MAKE THE SAME PROJECT EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD.

http://www.slideshare.net/openp2pdesign/
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WHAT IT IS NOW
FAB ACADEMY: A DIGITAL FABRICATION COURSE. 
EVERY FAB LAB IS A CLASSROOM IN THE NETWORK
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FIND A STANDARD SET OF TOOLS 
SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH THE USERS 
LEARN NEW SKILLS FROM THE LOCAL USERS 
ACCESS AND LEARN FROM THE GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY 
MAKE (ALMOST) ANYTHING 
PROTOTYPE AND START A BUSINESS

WHAT IT IS NOW
A PLACE WHERE YOU CAN…
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WHAT CAN YOU MAKE IN A FABLAB?
Do-It-Yourself projects 
Repairs and replacement parts 
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WHAT CAN YOU MAKE IN A FABLAB?
Custom Prosthetics, custom aids for impaired people 
Custom bikes 

http://www.opendotlab.it/it/content/loggetto-che-non-c%C3%A8
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WHAT CAN YOU MAKE IN A FABLAB?
Data Visualization 
Fashion Products 
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WHAT CAN YOU MAKE IN A FABLAB?
A Coffe Capsule Dispenser 
A Smart Clock 
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WHAT CAN YOU MAKE IN A FABLAB?
A Toy Laser Gun 
A Profecy Generator Machine 


